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A Note on Unjustified Emendations

by

Riidiger Bieler

Smithsonian Marine Station at Link Port,

5612 Old Dixie Highway,

Fort Pierce, Florida 34946, U.S.A.

There seems to be some misunderstanding in recent lit-

erature about the status of the "Appendix D: Recommen-

dations on the Formation of Names" in the International

Code of Zoological Nomenclature. These recommenda-

tions are appended to the rules, and are "provided as a

guide to good usage in nomenclature. They do not have

the force of rules" (ICZN, 1964:93; ICZN, 1985:181; see

also p. 1 in either edition). They are meant to serve as

guidelines for the original describer of a taxon, and, among

other things, they suggest that the prefix "mac" be used

instead of "Mac," "Mc," or "M," when a zoological name

is formed (ICZN, 1985:197).

The following are three examples of instances in which

authors use this recommendation while citing "the rules"

to emend such names.

Ortiz-Corps (1983) listed Petaloconchus erectus mac-

gintyi Olsson & Harbison, 1953, and stated (1983:56): "I

am modifying mcgintyi to macgintyi to conform it to the

rules of Zoological Nomenclature."

Clarke (1986:92) stated "ICZN Rules require that

Elliptic mcmichaeli, as originally proposed [by Clench &
Turner, 1956], should be emended to Elliptio macmi-

chaeli."

Another name change by Ortiz-Corps (1983:170) is a

little more complicated. He emended the original spelling

of Atys m'andrewu E. A. Smith, 1872, to Atys macandrewii,

"to conform it to the International Code of Zoological

Nomenclature (Article 27, p. 29; p. 109)" (Ortiz-Corps,

1983:171). The references given by Ortiz-Corps refer to

the then valid second edition of the Code (ICZN, 1964),

specifically to Article 27 ("no diacritic mark, apostrophe,

or diaeresis is to be used . . .") and to the recommendations

concerning prefixes as described above. In both the old

(2nd) and new (3rd) editions of the Code, there are pro-

visions to emend original spellings that contain diacritic

marks, apostrophes, diaereses, or hyphens (ICZN, 1964:

Art. 32(c)(i); ICZN, 1985:Art. 32(d)(i)). However, the

text in that article reads "A name published with . . .

apostrophe is to be corrected ... by the deletion of the

mark concerned and by uniting any resulting parts."

Therefore, Atys mandrewii is the required, justified emen-

dation of A. m'andrewu; Ortiz-Corps' Atys macandrewii is

not.

Unfortunately such unjustified emendations cannot be

ignored by subsequent authors, since they are available

names according to the Code: ".
. . the name thus emended

is available with its own author and date and is a junior

objective synonym of the name in its original spelling; it

enters into homonymy and can be used as a replacement

name" (ICZN, 1985:Art. 33b(iii)).

Thus, careless emendations can produce "instant syn-

onyms" that have to be carried through subsequent lit-

erature. Although not intended by the authors in the above-

mentioned cases, these actions could have resulted in the

introduction of three invalid, but available, new nominal

taxa, Petaloconchus erectus macgintyi Ortiz-Corps, 1983,

Atys macandrewii Ortiz-Corps, 1983, and Elliptio macmi-

chaeli Clarke, 1986! I write "could have resulted," because

there is a further complicating factor that warrants indi-

vidual checking of each case. Although the act of emen-

dation was stressed by each author, they were not neces-

sarily the first to take that action. Atys m'andrewii, for

instance, was changed to macandrewi (sic) at least twice

before, by von Martens (1872:140) and by Odhner

(1931:24) (the use of the suffix -i for -ii has no nomen-

clatural bearing and is to be treated as an incorrect sub-

sequent spelling, even if the change was deliberate; ICZN,

1985: Art. 33(d)).

Such emendations are not merely not required by the

Code—they are unjustified, cause confusion, and burden

the literature with junior synonyms.
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Note on Leaflets in Malacology

by

Richard E. Petit

806 St. Charles Road, North Myrtle Beach,

South Carolina 29582, U.S.A.

Leaflets in Malacology was privately published by the late

S. S. Berry, with 26 numbers issued between 1946 and

1969 (see Hertz, 1984, The Festwus 15(Suppl.):l-42).

Among Berry's papers have been found copies of Leaflets

No. 13, with an accompanying note in Berry's handwriting

stating that "these are the suppressed first printing but

can be used as work copies & rough reprints." This "sup-

pressed" printing is dated 7 July 1956. The printing that

received distribution is dated 9 July 1956.

The 7 July number, as printed, contained numerous

errors and Berry evidently, and rightfully, felt that it should

be reprinted. Comparison of the page proof of the first

printing shows that the printer corrected most, but not all,

of the errors.

Several dozen copies of this 7 July printing exist, most

with corrections made thereon by Berry. Considering the

state of Berry's effects during the last few years of his life,

it is possible that copies of the 7 July printing were in-

advertently distributed. Since we have it in Berry's own

hand that the 7 July printing was suppressed, Leaflets No.

13 cannot be considered to have been published, in the

sense of the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature,

on 7 July, and the actual publication date is 9 July as

shown on the revised printing.

Berry's note, the page proof, and all copies of the 7 July

printing that have been located are now in the Santa Bar-

bara Museum of Natural History.

ture has ruled since it was set up in 1895 are brought

together in a single volume. Entries are arranged in four

sections giving in alphabetical order the family-group

names, generic names, specific names and titles of works

which have been placed on the Official Lists or the Official

Indexes. There are about 9900 entries of which 134 are

for works. In addition, there is a full systematic index and

a reference list to all relevant Opinions and Directions.

The volume is 366 pages, size A4, casebound.

Copies can be ordered from:

The International Trust for Zoological Nomenclature, %
British Museum (Natural History), Cromwell Road, Lon-

don SW7 5BD, U.K. Price £60 or $110 or

The American Association for Zoological Nomenclature,

% NHB Stop 163, National Museum of Natural History,

Washington DC 20560, U.S.A. Price $110 ($100 to mem-

bers of A.A.Z.N.).

California Malacozoological Society

California Malacozoological Society, Inc., is a non-profit

educational corporation (Articles of Incorporation No.

463389 were filed 6 January 1964 in the office of the

Secretary of State). The Society publishes a scientific quar-

terly, The Veliger. Donations to the Society are used to

pay a part of the production costs and thus to keep the

subscription rate at a minimum. Donors may designate

the Fund to which their contribution is to be credited:

Operating Fund (available for current production); Sav-

ings Fund (available only for specified purposes, such as

publication of especially long and significant papers); or

Endowment Fund (the income from which is available.

The principal is irrevocably dedicated to scientific and

educational purposes). Unassigned donations will be used

according to greatest need.

Contributions to the C.M.S., Inc., are deductible by

donors as provided in section 170 of the Internal Revenue

Code (for Federal income tax purposes). Bequests, lega-

cies, gifts, and devises are deductible for Federal estate and

gift tax purposes under sections 2055, 2106, and 2522 of

the Code. Upon request, the Treasurer of the C.M.S., Inc.,

will issue suitable receipts which may be used by donors

to substantiate their tax deductions.

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature

Official Lists and Indexes of Names and

Works in Zoology

A revised and updated edition of the Official Lists and

Indexes ofNames and Works in Zoology has now been pub-

lished. For the first time all the names and works on which

the International Commission on Zoological Nomencla-

Subscription Rates and Membership Dues

At its regular Annual Business Meeting on 8 October

1987, the Executive Board of the California Malacozoo-

logical Society, Inc., set the subscription rates and mem-

bership dues for Volume 31 of The Veliger. For affiliate

members of the Society, the subscription rate for Volume

31 will be US$28.00; this now includes postage to domestic

addresses. For libraries and nonmembers the subscription

rate will be US$56.00, also now with postage to domestic

addresses included. An additional US$4.00 is required for


